
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

WELCOME
BELL CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING SONGS                “For Those Tears I Died”                         
              “Father Welcomes”     

BAPTISM       Chase Wayne Robinson

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                               Isaiah 12:1-6 (ESV)
Isaiah sings a song of praise to the LORD because of His great mercy. The LORD sets aside His anger 
against Israel in order to bring comfort and salvation.
You will say in that day: "I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry 
with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  "Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my 
song, and he has become my salvation."  With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. And you will say in that day: "Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. "Sing 
praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel."
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.

SONG                                                   “The Lamb”                                vs 1-4

EPISTLE READING                                                              2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV)
We have been reconciled to our heavenly Father through the mediation of Jesus Christ. Now God calls us to 
share that message of reconciliation with the world.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL READING                                                        Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (ESV)
Jesus tells a parable about two sons.  Our heavenly Father welcomes back all who return to him in faith no 
matter their sins.  But we must not complain when God shows mercy to others.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the fifthteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." So he 
told them this parable: And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to 
me.' And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in 
that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be 
fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  "But when he came to 
himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, 
but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."' And he arose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said 
to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began 
to celebrate. "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what 
these things meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' But he was 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his 
father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fattened calf for him!'  And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.'"
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                          Brittany Fulcer 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      “Lamb of God”  
SERMON

OFFERING                       
OFFERTORY SONG                     “Cares Chorus”                            

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN                     “My Life is in You Lord”      
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



PRAYER REQUESTS
Rev Matthew Mau & St John Lutheran Church, Waco

Rev Eddie Mekasha, missionary to Sudanese and Ethiopian Immigrants

For Our Congregation and Community:

Baptism of Chase Wayne Robinson
     

Dealing with an illness: Terry Colburn,
Barb Woelfel (friend of Sheri Hahn),

Stan Schleuter, Craig Rooker, 
Larry Wilkin (brother in law of Linda Luebbe),

Carol Wolter (mother of Kara Hawley), 
Marci Fehlhafer, Jeannie Koski, Joan Naber, Dick Rhodes, 

Pauline Bulgrin, Bil Rodgers, Artie Rutledge,
Kelly Heser (friend of Cristy Richters), Taida Grantski, Jenni Conell, Shelley Scheele, 

Roger Rhodes, Mitch Peeks, Dick Greenwood,
Carole Stern (Heather Wellman’s mother),                  

Shelley Neemeyer (Sheri Hahn’s sister-in-law), 

Recovering from surgery: Ewald Fehlhafer, 
Caroline Heidorn, Denni Conell

Declining Health: Wilmer Ritterling, Pastor Gudgel, 
Anna (Friend of DuAnne Deremer)

† St. Paul Visitation Ministry †
Duane Barth    Bil Rodgers      Christine Erks       
Jim Klepper               Rosemary Matlock     Elsie Pirrie             
LaVerne Rohren    *Bill West        *Marilyn Ziemke        
Delores Nordmeyer   Ardith Stuhr                     Darrell Gocke    
Farmer Bob Brauer       Pastor Richard Gudgel Bonnie Gudgel   
Ruth Borchers Norma Neemeyer  Gary Ehlers
Florence Gruber  *Wilmer Ritterling

*denotes nonmember

St. Paul Lutheran Church: 1100 D Street, Utica, Nebraska 402-534-2200 (phone); 
School:402-534-2121 

Pastor: Rev. Jon Dunbar; 402-641-4813        
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Terry Groth; 402-641-0991         
Principal: Mr. Bob Brauer; 402-534-3406             
DCE: Brittany Fulcer; 414-292-8069



In Response to God's Love
March 20:    Inperson Attendance: 319     Visitors: 50   Online: 65  
Sunday School: 49 Communion: 177 

VOLUNTEERS:
Today: 03-27-22  Acolyte: Riley Ziegler    Lay Reader: Jeremy Gumaer      
Organist: Contemporary Choir
Next Week: 4-03-22   Acolyte: Kristi Corner  Lay Reader: Tim Heidorn  
Organist: Dylan Teut

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY (3-27) 9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship 

10:30 AM  Bible Study/Sunday School
6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry

  7:30 PM  Senior High Youth Ministry
     MONDAY (3-28) ----------

   TUESDAY (3-29) -----------
   WED (3-30)  3:45 PM  Midweek Class

5:30 PM  Lenten Meal M-R
7:00 PM  Lenten Worship Service

   THURSDAY (3-31) ----------
     FRIDAY (4-1)  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study
       10:00 AM  Women’s Bible Study
     SATURDAY (4-02) ----------  

  SUNDAY (4-03) 9:00 AM  Worship w/Communion
   10:30 AM  Bible Study/ Sunday School/ LBC
   11:30 AM  Celebration Dinner for Mrs Luce
   6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry
   7:30 PM  Senior High Youth Ministry
                                                                                      

                                                                                     
                  



 Current Operating Note:  $13,000.00  (debt limit is $90,000)    

2022 Membership Directories will be printed in the near future.  If you 
have an updated phone number or mailing address please notify the 

church office.
 

Brass players for Easter Services needed.  Please contact Donneta 
Schmieding.

We Welcome into God’s Family
Chase Wayne Robinson

Son of Matthew and Chelsea (Simmerman) Robinson
Grandson of Adam and Lanette Simmerman

Great Grandson of Bill Deremer
Sponsors are Kimberly Havranek and Jeff Spickelmier

 
Pastor Dunbar will be visiting shut-ins through mid April while Pastor Groth continues to 

heal from his recent surgery.  Monday Bible Study will resume May 9th. 
 

As of 3-22-22 Amount 
received
3-9-22 & 
3-13-22

Needed 
each 

week to 
cover 

Received 
YTD
2022

YTD Amount 
needed to cover 

2022 budget

Difference

General Fund $11,118.00 $117,276.00

Thrivent 
Choice

$0.00 $2,094.00

School Tuition $0.00 $6,515.00

Total $11,118.00
Week over/

(under)

$17,189.0
0
-

$125,885.00 $175,710.00 -$49,825.00

Building Fund $0.00 $115.00 Bldg Fund $110,969.00

Teacherage 
Fund

$50.00 $300.00 Teacherage 
Fund

$1,275.00

Mekasha 
Mission
(9/21-8/22) 5k 

$0.00 $94.00 $2,750.00 $2,692.00 $58.00



SUNDAY NIGHT FUND RAISER  Utica Senior Center, Tonight Sunday, March 
27 from 5:30 to 7 or until gone.  Free Will Offering.  Proceeds will go toward a new 

outside sign for the Center.  Hamburgers, beans, potato salad, ice cream, 
toppings, desserts, and beverages. 

 
Life is precious! We thank God for the lives of Pastor Richard and Bonnie 

Gudgel. Bonnie celebrates her 80th birthday on April 11. If you would like to 
contact them, their address is:                                                                             

Rev. Richard & Bonnie Gudgel, 1332 J St., Geneva, NE 68361.
 
Boyscott Pancake Feed Sunday April 3rd  

  9am till 1pm         
  Utica Auditorium        
   Free Will Donation      
    Dine In and Take Out available

Our National Youth Gathering Youth will be selling delicious Butter Braid 
frozen pastries just in time for Easter company and brunches! There will be a table 
in the Narthex after service today March 27th and youth in our community will be 

taking orders around town. 
 

New Book Study started March 4th******A new book study started Friday, March 4th 
at 10:00 to discuss,      "Mama Bear Apologetics: Empowering Your Kids to 

Challenge Cultural Lies" by Hillary Morgan Ferrer.          The title is available on 
Amazon and Christianbook.com. 

 

Easter Lily Memorial In celebration of our Lord's Resurrection, all are welcome to 
provide an Easter Lily to decorate the sanctuary for Easter.  Lilies should be dropped off 

in the Fellowship Hall on Good Friday. If you would like your Easter lily to be given in 
memory of a loved one, please contact the church office with the name of the person(s) 
you would like to have remembered in a special Easter bulletin insert.  All donated lilies 

may be taken home following the Easter Festival service.  Thanks, Pastor
 
 
 

Help Needed
-Someone to help OJ Utter in editing the worship service videos so they can be 

posted online in a more consistent manner.
 

-3 to 6 volunteers for the media booth.  Can be anyone from 7th grade up to 100 
years of young age.

 
 
 



 

 
Our Ladies Aid greeting card tables will have a few Easter cards this year and also 
graduation cards. But there will be no confirmation cards.  There are several stores 

where you may purchase them other than Hallmark.   Dollar General and others 
have nice cards.  Just want to warn you to shop for them early. 

 
 
 

Thrivent Financial Members have until March 31st to designate their choice dollars 
for 2021.  You can go online or call 1-800-847-4836 to choose what charity you want 

your dollars to go to.  Any questions call Jamie Kovac 402-534-2056.
 
 

Mrs. Luce has completed 25 years in the teaching ministry! On Sunday, April 3 we will 
have a special celebration to thank her being such a wonderful and loving teacher, 

friend, and faithful servant of the Lord. This “Thank You” will include recognition at 
our Sunday worship, a lunch following Sunday school, and a card shower. The Board of 

Education will provide the roast beef for the lunch, and the school and congregation 
families are asked to please provide a salad and/or dessert. Please send or drop off your 

cards of thanks on or before April 3. Mark the date, and join us in celebrating this 
milestone in Mrs. Luce’s ministry.

 


