
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 20, 2022

Divine Setting One pg. 151 in the hymnal

WELCOME / BELL CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN                      “O God of God, O Light of Light”                            #810

INVOCATION

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

KYRIE                                             “Lord, Have Mercy”

HYMN OF PRAISE                          “This is the Feast”

COLLECT OF THE DAY

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                          Genesis 45:3-15 (ESV) 
Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery as a boy. By God’s direction, Joseph became a powerful official in 
Pharaoh’s court, and saved the nation from famine. In this reading, Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers. 
Rather than seeking revenge, Joseph praises God for His mercy.
And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?" But his brothers 
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his 
brothers, "Come near to me, please." And they came near. And he said, "I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with 
yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For 
the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which 
there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  And God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house 
and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus 
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not 
tarry.  You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.  
There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.'  And now your eyes see, 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. You 
must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring 
my father down here."  Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck.  And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After 
that his brothers talked with him. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.

ST PAUL 3-4 GRADES                    “The Lord Is My Shepherd”



EPISTLE READING                                                   1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 (ESV)
Paul explains that, just as Christ was raised from the dead, so all believers will be raised to new life on the 
Last Day. Our new bodies will be of a different nature than our earthly bodies; they will reflect the glorious 
nature of heaven itself.
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, 
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. Why are we in danger every hour? I protest, 
brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! What 
do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not 
raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die."  Do not be deceived: "Bad company 
ruins good morals."  Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on 
sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. But someone will 
ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" You foolish 
person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  And what you sow is not the 
body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God 
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. For not all flesh 
is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and 
another for fish. There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from 
star in glory. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is 
raised is imperishable. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE                                                                                            LSB pg 156

GOSPEL READING                                                                               Luke 6:27-38 (ESV)
Jesus calls on us to love our enemies and to practice kindness and mercy instead of retaliation.  This is the 
sacrificing love that God has shown to us through Jesus.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke the sixth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
"But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  To one who strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your 
tunic either.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your 
goods do not demand them back.  And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them.  "If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same.  And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the 
same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil.   



Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. "Judge not, and you will not be judged; 
condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and 
it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                             Jody Wiemer  

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”                       #844
SERMON

OFFERING
OFFERTORY                           “What Shall I Render to the Lord”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+
PREFACE

SANCTUS                                    “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”

LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

AGNUS DEI                                       “Lamb of God”

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS         
#623  “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”
#533  “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”
#398  “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”   

DISMISSAL

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                 “Thank the Lord”

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS



PRAYER REQUESTS
Rev Lee Seetin and St Peter Lutheran Church, Gresham

Rev Eddie Mekasha, missionary to Sudanese and Ethiopian Immigrants

For Our Congregation and Community:

Caroline Heidorn recovering from hip surgery after a fall

Family of Bennett Davidson infant son of Anthony and Melanie Davidson who 
passed away.

Dealing with an illness: Barb Woelfel (friend of Sheri Hahn),
Stan Schleuter, Craig Rooker, 

Larry Wilkin (brother in law of Linda Luebbe),
Carol Wolter (mother of Kara Hawley), 

Marci Fehlhafer, Jeannie Koski, Joan Naber, Dick Rhodes, 
Pauline Bulgrin, Bil Rodgers, Artie Rutledge,

Kelly Heser (friend of Cristy Richters), Taida Grantski, Jenni Conell, Shelley Scheele, 
Roger Rhodes, Mitch Peeks, Dick Greenwood,

Carole Stern (Heather Wellman’s mother),                  
Shelley Neemeyer (Sheri Hahn’s sister-in-law), 

Anna (Friend of DuAnne Deremer)

Recovering from surgery: Colleen Clausen, Pastor Terry Groth, 
Andrea Gumaer, Lois Richters, Denni Conell

Declining Health: Wilmer Ritterling, Pastor Gudgel

St. Paul Lutheran Church: 1100 D Street, Utica, Nebraska 402-534-2200 (phone); 
School:402-534-2121 

Pastor: Rev. Jon Dunbar; 402-641-4813        
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Terry Groth; 402-641-0991         
Principal: Mr. Bob Brauer; 402-534-3406             
DCE: Brittany Fulcer; 414-292-8069

In Response to God's Love
February 13:   Inperson Attendance: 173    Visitors: 5    Online: 86  
Sunday School: 23   

VOLUNTEERS:
Today:2-20-22   Acolyte: Meg Hoffschneider   Lay Reader:Gene Schlechte   
Organist: Dylan Teut
Next Week: 02-27-22  Acolyte: Ryan Fehlhafer     Lay Reader: Jeff Wellman        
Organist: Contemporary Choir



THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY (2-20) 9:00 AM  Worship w/Communion 3-4 Grades Sing

10:30 AM  Bible Study/Sunday School
1:30 PM  Voters Meeting
6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry
7:30 PM  Senior High Youth Ministry

   MONDAY (2-21) 9:30 AM  Bible Study
   TUESDAY (2-22) 7:00 PM  LLL Meeting 
   WED (2-23)  8:30 AM  Chapel

    8:45 AM  Orphan Grain Train
3:45 PM  Midweek Class
8:00 PM  Contemporary Choir Practice

THURS (2-24) ----------
    FRIDAY (2-25) 6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study
    SATURDAY (2-26) ----------  

SUNDAY (2-27) 9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship 
10:30 AM  Bible Study/Sunday School
6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry
7:30 PM  Senior High Youth Ministry

                                                                                     
        

                                                                                     
           

As of 2-14-22 Amount 
received
2-13-22

Needed 
each 

week to 
cover 

Received 
YTD
2022

YTD Amount 
needed to cover 

2022 budget

Difference

General Fund $6,068.00 $63,499.00

Thrivent 
Choice

$0.00 $374.00

School Tuition $0.00 $4,257.00

Total $6,068.00
Week over/

(under)

$16,944.0
0
-

$68,130.00 $111,815.00 -$43,685.00

Building Fund $0.00 $100.00 Bldg Fund $110,954.00

Teacherage 
Fund

$50.00 $100.00 Teacherage 
Fund

$1,075.00



 Current Operating Note:  $0.00  (debt limit is $90,000)    

Pastor Dunbar will be making shut-in calls through the month of February as 
Pastor Groth recovers from his knee surgery. If you know of someone who 

needs a visit or communion in that time, please call Pastor Dunbar.

LLL Pancake Feed                                                                                                  
February 27, 2022    9am-1pm                                                                            

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 806 Beaver Ave, York                                              
   Freewill Offering additional funds provided by Thrivent

 
New Book Study to start March 4th******A new book study starts Friday, March 4th 
at 10:00 to discuss, "Mama Bear Apologetics: Empowering Your Kids to Challenge 

Cultural Lies" by Hillary Morgan Ferrer. The title is available on Amazon and 
Christianbook.com. 

 
You're Invited to a Lutheran Basics Class On Sunday mornings after worship, 

beginning March 6, Pastor Dunbar will teach a 6-week Lutheran Basics class. We 
will meet in the choir room on the north side of the sanctuary. This class is for 
anyone wishing to become a member of St. Paul's, those wanting to learn more 
about Lutheran beliefs, or just looking for a refresher course on Luther's Small 

Catechism. Bibles and catechisms will be provided for those who don't have them. 
Please pass this info along to anyone who might be interested.

 "Thank-you" from the L L L for the generous donations of $992 to their 'non 
Pancake feed'  The monies go to "Special Needs".

Watch Our Services on Facebook Thanks to great volunteers and technology upgrades, 
we are able to live stream weekly services and special programs over our website: 

live.stpaulutica.com. In the event that you have trouble with the live stream feed or you 
want to watch a service later, you can also go to Facebook and search "St Paul Utica 

Service Videos". Videos are posted there after the live stream is finished, usually by the 
next day.

 
Camp Luther Financial Aid Available! Early bird registration for Camp Luther (Columbus, 

NE) begins December 13th, and it's a good time to think about sending your kids to 
summer camp. St. Paul's has set aside funds to help your family choose this wonderful 
Christian camp experience for your children. We will reimburse an equal percentage of 

each camper's camp fee up to 50% depending on the funds available. Please contact the 

Mekasha 
Mission
(9/21-8/22) 5k 

$100.00 $97.00 $2,295.00 $2,308.00 -$13.00

http://live.stpaulutica.com/


church office if you have kids going to camp. If you know of a family who would like to 
send their kids to camp but have financial needs, please talk to Pastor Dunbar.

 
St. Paul Preschool in Utica is now taking enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year.  There will be a 

Preschool Open House on Saturday, February 26th from 10:00am to 11:00am for interested 
families to visit our classroom. The preschool is located on the east end of the school building 

behind the church. Children should be 3 years old by July 31, 2022 to attend preschool next year.  
For more information please call the school at 402-534-2121 or preschool teacher, Pam Johansen, 
at 402-534-5138, or send email to pjohansen@stpaulutica.com .Please share this information with 
friends and family who may be interested in our preschool program. We can also schedule a visit 
at another time.  St. Paul Preschool is tuition free, but there is a $250 yearly book and registration 
fee for all students who attend St. Paul School, with a maximum of $500 per family with multiple 
students at St. Paul. Assistance to cover this fee is available if needed. An enrollment form and 

$35 non-refundable deposit (which will cover snack fees) must be returned to hold your child's spot 
for next year.

New Address for our Church Members    
                                                                                                                                        

Pastor Richard Gudgel and Bonnie, 1332 J Street, Geneva, NE 68361,  402.319.4623      
                                            Dick Greenwood  Kimberly Speranza,       

   3301 Running Springs CT, Franklin, TN  37064 615-917-9602                  
        LaVerne Rohren, 4451 Old Chenney Rd #208, Lincoln Ne 68516

St. Paul Lutheran School (Utica) will have Kindergarten Round-Up on Wednesday, March 
16, 2022, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Children who are or will be 5 years old before July 31, 

2022, are eligible to attend. Letters of invitation have been sent to those names we 
currently have on our list. If you did not receive an invitation, or if you know someone who 

might be interested in this Christ-centered educational opportunity, please call the school at 
534-2121 or Mrs. Luebbe’s cell at 641-9383.

Concordia Choir on Tour
Concordia’s University Chamber Choir will embark on a three-day, five-stop tour of 
Nebraska Feb. 25-27, visiting churches in Grand Island, Hampton, Columbus,  

Battle Creek and Wayne.
The University Chamber Choir, directed by Dr. Kurt E. von Kampen, was formed in 

the fall of 1998 and has gained a reputation for excellence in the singing of 
chamber vocal music and vocal jazz. The 14-voice select choir, chosen from the 72-
voice University A Cappella Choir, sings a diverse repertoire of sacred and secular 

choral music from many historical periods.
 
Tour Schedule
FRIDAY, FEB. 25
7 p.m. Concert at Peace Lutheran Church, Grand Island
SATURDAY, FEB. 26
2 p.m. Concert at Zion Lutheran Church, Hampton
7 p.m. Concert at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Columbus

mailto:pjohansen@stpaulutica.com


SUNDAY, FEB. 27
9 a.m. Worship at St. John Lutheran Church, Battle Creek 2 p.m. Concert at Grace 
Lutheran Church, Wayne
 


