
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
January 30, 2022

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

WELCOME

BELL CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING SONGS                “I Love You Lord”                         
              “Step by Step”         

CONFESSION + ABSOLUTION

HYMN OF PRAISE          “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”

COLLECT

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                           Jeremiah 1:4-10 (ESV)
The LORD chose Jeremiah, before his birth, to be a prophet. Jeremiah protests that he is too young for the 
role. But the prophet has nothing to fear; God’s presence and blessing are enough.
Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations." Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
youth."  But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I 
send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak.  Do not be afraid 
of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD." Then the LORD put out his 
hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put my words in 
your mouth. See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and 
to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant."
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE INTROIT                                                                                        Psalm 10
L: Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted.
C: The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land.
L: O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart;
C: you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so 
that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
L: Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted.

EPISTLE READING                                                     1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 (ESV)
Paul explains that every spiritual gift in the church must be exercised with love, or it becomes useless. He 
goes on to describe what love looks like when it’s put into action. Jesus has loved us perfectly; now we can 
pass that love on to others.



And I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and if I 
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient and 
kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 
perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish 
ways.  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. So now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; but the greatest of these is love.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING                                                                Luke 4:31-44 (ESV)
Jesus travels from town to town preaching and driving out demons, and healing every kind of disease among 
the people.  Even the demons acknowledge that he is God’s own Son.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the fourth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the 
Sabbath, and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. And 
in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried 
out with a loud voice,  "Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God."  But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, "Be silent and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in 
their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm.  And they were all amazed and 
said to one another, "What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the 
unclean spirits, and they come out!"  And reports about him went out into every place in 
the surrounding region. And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. 
Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her 
behalf.  And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she 
rose and began to serve them.  Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any 
who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every 
one of them and healed them.  And demons also came out of many, crying, "You are the 
Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they 
knew that he was the Christ. And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate 
place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from 
leaving them, but he said to them, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to 
the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose."  And he was preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea.
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES' CREED
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                    Pastor Jon Dunbar 
HYMN OF THE DAY           “Amazing Love (You Are My King)”  
SERMON
OFFERING                       
OFFERTORY SONG                  “There is A Balm in Gilead”                            
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD'S PRAYER
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN                         “Shine, Jesus, Shine”      
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER REQUESTS
Rev Matthew Mau and St John Lutheran Church, Waco

Rev Eddie Mekasha, missionary to Sudanese and Ethiopian Immigrants

For Our Congregation and Community:
Pastor Terry Groth knee surgery on 2-7-22

 
Thanksgiving for the birth of Chase Wayne Robinson

Son of Matt & Chelsea Robinson
Grandson of Adam and Lanette Simmerman

Great Grandson of Bill Deremer

Dealing with an illness: Carol Wolter (friend of Cristy Richters), 
Marci Fehlhafer, Jeannie Koski, Kurt Dunbar, Pastor Gudgel, Joan Naber, Dick Rhodes, Pauline Bulgrin, Bil 

Rodgers, Artie Rutledge, Kelly Heser (friend of Cristy Richters), Taida Grantski, Jenni Conell,  
Shelley Scheele, Roger Rhodes, Mitch Peeks, Dick Greenwood, 

Carole Stern (Heather Wellman’s mother),                  
Shelley Neemeyer (Sheri Hahn’s sister-in-law), Anna (Friend of DuAnne Deremer)

Recovering from surgery: Andrea Gumaer, Barb Barth, Lois Richters, Denni Conell

Declining Health: Wilmer Ritterling

† St. Paul Visitation Ministry †
Duane Barth    Bil Rodgers      Christine Erks       
Jim Klepper               Rosemary Matlock     Elsie Pirrie           
Alretta Klepper          LaVerne Rohren    *Bill West        
*Marilyn Ziemke        Delores Nordmeyer    Ardith Stuhr                
Darrell Gocke    Farmer Bob Brauer       Pastor Richard Gudgel 
Bonnie Gudgel

*denotes nonmember

St. Paul Lutheran Church: 1100 D Street, Utica, Nebraska 402-534-2200 (phone); 
School:402-534-2121 



Pastor: Rev. Jon Dunbar; 402-641-4813    
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Terry Groth; 402-641-0991       
Principal: Mr. Bob Brauer; 402-534-3406        
DCE: Brittany Fulcer; 414-292-8069

In Response to God's Love
January 23:   Inperson Attendance: 148   Visitors: 10    Online: 87  
Sunday School: 22

VOLUNTEERS:
Today: 01-30-22   Acolyte: Kristi Corner     Lay Reader:  Tim Heidorn       
Organist: Contemporary Choir
Next Week:2-06-22   Acolyte:  Nya Fischer  Lay Reader: Tim Heidorn  
Organist: Pat Koch

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY (1-30)  9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship 

10:30 AM  Bible Study/Sunday School
6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry
7:30 PM  National Youth Gathering Meeting

 MONDAY (1-31)  9:30 AM  Bible Study
TUESDAY (2-1)  ----------  
WEDNESDAY (2-2)  3:30 PM  Midweek Class

6:00 PM  Valentine Adventure
THURSDAY (2-3)  2:00 PM  Ladies Aid 

 FRIDAY (2-4)   6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study
 SATURDAY (2-5)  ----------  

SUNDAY (2-6)   9:00 AM  Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM  Bible Study/Sunday School
6:00 PM  5-8 Youth Ministry
7:30 PM  Senior High Youth Ministry

                                                                                      

                                                                                     
                  



 Current Operating Note:  $0.00  (debt limit is $90,000)    

Pastor Dunbar will be making shut-in calls through the month of February as 
Pastor Groth recovers from his knee surgery. If you know of someone who 

needs a visit or communion in that time, please call Pastor Dunbar.

We wish to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers during Sheila’s battle 
with cancer.  A special thank you to Pastor Jon for his very touching sermon for 
Sheila.  And a thank you goes out to the Ladies Aid for the nice luncheon.  God 

Bless Jake, Jo and Mike Franks
 

There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome Center for anyone who 
would like to be part of the trimming bushes/landscaping projects.

 
The auxiliary is cancelling the Auxiliary Feb. 6 soup dinner. 

 
The fellowship hall is in need of new dishcloths.  New dishcloths can be le< at the 

Welcome Center or placed in the fellowship hall.  No dish towels are needed.

As of 1-25-22 Amount 
received
1-23-22

Amount 
Needed 

each 
week to 
cover 

Received 
YTD
2022

YTD Amount 
needed to cover 

2022 budget

Difference

General Fund $7.74300 $31,929.00

Thrivent 
Choice

$0.00 $0.00

School Tuition $4,257.00 $4,257.00

Total $12,001.00
Week over/

(under)

$16,551.0
0.00

-

$36,186.00 $63,894.00 -$27,708.00

Building Fund $0.00 $60.00 Bldg Fund $110,914.00

Teacherage 
Fund

$0.00 $50.00 Teacherage 
Fund

$1,025.00

Mekasha 
Mission
(9/21-8/22) 5k 

$0.00 $90.00 $2,025.00 $1,827.00 $198.00



 
The 2022 Praying for Muslims booklets are available at the Welcome Center

 
Watch Our Services on Facebook Thanks to great volunteers and technology 

upgrades, we are able to live stream weekly services and special programs over 
our website: live.stpaulutica.com. In the event that you have trouble with the live 
stream feed or you want to watch a service later, you can also go to Facebook 

and search "St Paul Utica Service Videos". Videos are posted there after the live 
stream is finished, usually by the next day.

 
Camp Luther Financial Aid Available! Early bird registration for Camp Luther 
(Columbus, NE) begins December 13th, and it's a good time to think about 
sending your kids to summer camp. St. Paul's has set aside funds to help 

your family choose this wonderful Christian camp experience for your 
children. We will reimburse an equal percentage of each camper's camp fee 

up to 50% depending on the funds available. Please contact the church 
office if you have kids going to camp. If you know of a family who would like 

to send their kids to camp but have financial needs, please talk to              
Pastor Dunbar.

 

THRIVENT SHIRTS
Please feel free to help yourself to Thrivent Shirts that are available in the 

Narthex.  The various sizes are childrens S, M, L and adult L, XL, 2XL and 3XL.
 
 
 

Thank you for your donations to the Orphan Grain Train Kits.  We made 
over 90 Hygiene Kits!   

-Trail Life Troop 48 
 

http://live.stpaulutica.com/

