
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2020

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

Divine Setting Four pg. 203 in the hymnal
BELL CALL TO WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN            “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”                                                      #813
INVOCATION +CONFESSION                                                                                                                                 LSB 203
ABSOLUTION                                                                                                                                                           LSB 167
KYRIE                                           “Lord, Have Mercy”
HYMN OF PRAISE     “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”                                               #737
COLLECT
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                                                 Isaiah 55:6-9 (ESV) 
The LORD shows compassion to all who repent and put their trust in Him.  His ways are not like our ways because He is patient and merciful with 
those who have fallen into sin.
"Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING                                                                                                           Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 (ESV)
The apostle Paul knows that whether he lives or dies for his faith, Christ will be honored by his service.  Our ultimate deliverance from sin and 
death is certain because of Jesus.  
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, so that it has 
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of 
the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without 
fear.  For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 
as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me 
you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything 
by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has 
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged 
in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                                                                      LSB pg 205

GOSPEL READING                                                                                                                           Matthew 20:1-16 (ESV)
Jesus tells a parable to show that working in God’s kingdom is a joy and privilege.  Whether you’ve been a Christian for one hour or your entire 
life, it is all a gift of grace.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew the twentieth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the 
third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he said, 'You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.' So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle 
all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.'  And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning 
with the last, up to the first.'  



And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first 
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they 
grumbled at the master of the house, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker 
as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?' 
So the last will be first, and the first last."
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                                Jody Wiemer 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                           “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”                                       #719
SERMON
OFFERING 
OFFERTORY                        “Praise and Thanksgiving”                                                      #789
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+
PREFACE                                                                                                                                                             LSB pg 208
SANCTUS                                “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”
LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
AGNUS DEI                 “Lamb of God” 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN     “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”                                              #618
DISMISSAL
NUNC DIMITTIS “Song of Simeon”
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
BENEDICAMUS
BENEDICTION 
CLOSING HYMN          “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”                                            #826
ANNOUNCEMENTS

__________________________ ___________________________ _______________________________________________________

Our Communion Practice
Lutherans believe that when we eat and drink the bread and wine of Communion we are receiving the true body and blood of the 
Lord Jesus, just as He has promised (Matthew 26:26,28; 1 Corinthians 10:16). We also believe our Lord gave His Church the 
Communion meal as a way to bear witness to our agreement on what the Bible teaches (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 10:17). For this 
reason, we ask that non-members who wish to take Communion with us would first receive instruction in Lutheran teaching so that 
you can share in our unity of belief. If you are visiting our congregation for the first time and have questions about our communion 
practice, please visit with an elder or pastor before the service.



PRAYER REQUESTS
Rev Ben Francisco, Faith Lutheran Church & School, York

Rev Eddie Mekasha, missionary to Sudanese and Ethiopian Immigrants

For Our Congregation and Community:

Dealing with an illness:  Bill Chessar (brother of Teresa Rathjen), 
Duane Barth, Jordan Ortmeier, Pauline Bulgrin, Glen Neujahr, 

Dawson Dey (son of Andrea Dey and Grandson of 
Stan and Kathy Bruns), Don Butzke, 

Bil Rodgers, Eugene Hladky, Jon Surma (Jessica Borcher’s father),
Sheila Franks (Daughter in law of Mike and Jo Franks), 

Dick Greenwood, LaVerne Miller (Latricia Gierhan’s Father), 
Patty Bativelle (Teresa Gruber’s Former Sister in Law), 

Debbie Haleem (Ron & Velma Watson’s daughter), Linda Ehlers, Carole Stern (Heather Wellman’s mother),                   
Shelley Neemeyer (Sheri Hahn’s sister-in-law),

Mya Noreen (Great Grand Daughter of Darlene Link),
 Mitch Peeks, Hawley Family, Aaron DeWaard

Declining Health:    Rodney Haith, 
Candi (relative of OJ Utter), 

Mary Jo (Amy Frye’s stepmom)

Recovering from surgery: Pauline Bulgrin, Darrell Gocke, 
Bailey Richters, Lois Richters, Linda Luebbe, 

Jenni Conell, Aaron Price (Rosie Matlock’s grandson)

St. Paul News September 20, 2020

St. Paul Lutheran Church: 1100 D Street, Utica, Nebraska 402-534-2200 (phone); School:402-534-2121 
Pastor: Rev. Jon Dunbar; Visitation Pastor: Rev. Richard Gudgel;      Principal: Mr. Bob Brauer
                     Cell:402-641-4813 Cell:402-319-0965 Cell:402-534-3406

Brittany Fulcer DCE: 414-292-8069

In Response to God's Love
September 13: Total Attendance:132 Sunday School: 20  

VOLUNTEERS:
TODAY(09-20-20) Acolyte:Ryan Richters         Lay Reader: Jeremy Gumaer       Organist: Dylan Teut



THIS WEEK   
SUNDAY (09-20)         9:00 AM Worship w/Communion online and in person 

                         10:30 AM Bible Study online and in person 
                                                   6:00 PM Junior High Youth Group
                                                   7:00 PM Allah/Christ Bible Study in Fellowship Hall
                                                   7:30 PM Senior High Youth Group

MONDAY (09-21)         1:00 PM Bible Study 
                                                   4:30 PM Centennial JH Football @ Home

TUESDAY (09-22)        4:30 PM Centennial JH Volleyball @ Fillmore Central
WEDNESDAY (09-23) 8:45 AM Orphan Grain Train

                                                   1:20 PM Early School Dismissal Parent/Teacher Conferences
   1:45 PM Midweek Classes

THURSDAY (09-24)     5:00 PM Centennial JH Volleyball @ Malcolm
FRIDAY (09-25)           6:00 AM Men's Bible Study
SATURDAY (09-26)     ---------- Volleyball Tournament @ Trinity Lutheran Grand Island
SUNDAY (09-27)         9:00 AM Worship service online and in person                                                          
                                    10:30 AM Bible Study online and in person

  6:00 PM Junior High Youth Group
  7:00 PM Allah/Christ Bible Study in Fellowship Hall
  7:30 PM Senior High Youth Group

As of 9-15-20
Amount received

9-13-20
Needed each

week
Received YTD

2020

YTD Amount needed
to cover 2020 budget 

+2019 shortage
Difference

General Fund $6,649.00 $393,845.00

Thrivent Choice $38.00 $7,143.00

School Tuition $0.00 $27,339.00

Total $6,687.00 $22,718.00 $428,327.00 $547,240.00 -$118,913.00

Building Fund $0.00 $180.00 Bldg Fund** $46,917.00

Teacherage Fund $0.00 $225.00 Teacherage Fund $75.00

Restricted Funds
(other than bldg)

$277.00 $8,889.00

Mekasha Mission
(9/20-8/21) 5k goal

$45.00 $0.00 $155.00 $192.00 $-37.00

Current Operating Note:  $0.00  (debt limit is $90,000)    
On April 14, 2020 St. Paul received funds from the SBA Paycheck Protection Loan Program of $114,627.00.     
$275 special donations for Barb Rebentisch received.

Card Shower
Christine Erks is Celebrating her 95th birthday on October 1, 2020.  The family is requesting a card shower.

Christine Erks  Kinship Pointe Rm 65 500 Heartland Park Drive  Seward NE 68434

The St. Paul Lutheran School Fall Bazaar has been canceled due to Covid-19 restrictions. This is one
of the major fundraisers for our Parents' Association. If anyone would like to contribute to this cause to help

support our school, all donations would be greatly appreciated. Just drop your donation off at the church office
or school office. Thank you.



Missionary Visiting in the Fall     Greg Holz is the Lutheran mission director of Crossing Cambodia, an 
organization that ministers to street children in the city of Battambang. Originally from Colorado, Greg now 
lives full time with his wife and children in Cambodia. His team provides children with an education along with 
basic living needs. Greg will be presenting on Sunday, October 4th and door offering will be collected for 
Greg to support his work.

Sunday School Opening      St. Paul's has started our Sunday School ministry. Our teachers are excited
for the opportunity to help children grow in faith and love for Jesus! We hope you'll consider participating. We 
want to make families aware of a few adjustments necessary due to COVID-19.

1) Masks will be required (just like at school) and parents will need to provide a contact number where 
they can be reached. Extra masks will be available for use.                                                                     
          2) Children should only attend if they are feeling healthy and symptom-free. They will need to 
sign in by the Welcome Center before opening each Sunday.                                                                  
              3) There will be no Preschool Class offered at this time due to concerns about adequate 
space and the hands-on help that small children need. We are looking into the possibility of providing 
take-home packets for these families.

Please contact DCE Brittany Fulcer with further questions. We hope to see your child or grandchild 
soon at Sunday School!
New Bible Study on Islam. We will explore the Muslim culture, the most common Muslim objections to 
Christianity, and the core doctrine upon which Islam stands or falls. There was a time when we could say, "I’ll 
never come into contact with a follower of Islam.”  In 2020 that is no longer the situation, travel anywhere in 
Lincoln and you will easily see evidence of Islamic followers.   Meeting Time: 7:00 - 8:30  Utilizing video, Bible
and Quran as resources. Open to Couples, Singles, Teens - Anyone is welcome.

Tonight Sept. 20: Understanding Muslims
27:  Testing the New Testament
Oct. 4:  Coming to the Crux
11:  Jesus: Mortal Messiah or Divine Son of God? 
Nov. 1:  The Case for the Gospel
8:  The Truth About Muhammad
22:  The Holiness of the Quran
Dec. 6:  Reaching Your Muslim Neighbor

 
Our school is seeking help with safely transporting our 5th and 6th grade students to band at 
Centennial Public School here in Utica.  If you would be able to help drive students to and from Centennial 
between the hours of 10:00 am to 11:45 am during the school week, please visit with Mr Brauer.  Thank you!
 
Our students are selling Christian Christmas cards and other items from Kleinhehn and Rada 
catalogs.  If you interested in purchasing items, please contact Mr Brauer or a St Paul School Family.  All 
profits from sales goes directly to the Student Activity Fund.


